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At the time of the great Revolution, the Abbe Sieyfes had
asked, 'What is the Third Estate? Nothing. What ought it to be?
Everything.9 But the Third Estate meant the assembly of
middle-class folk, provincial lawyers and intellectuals, who
came to represent cthe people' as against the nobility and
clergy. The assumption of the professional classes under the
Third Republic, too, was that the Third Estate5 should be
everything—everything, that is, in the State. They provided the
staff for all government offices, for the armed services, the
universities and higher educational establishments, the colonial,
diplomatic and foreign services, the judiciary: and people
recruited for these services, if not bourgeois by birth, became
bourgeois by training and outlook before they could enter the
ranks offonctionnaires. This position was not, of course, peculiar
to France. It prevailed, with differences only of degree, in
Germany and Great Britain. The sieve through which all had
to pass was the network of the educational system.
Higher education was divided, on social lines, into two main
branches.1 On one hand, there was higher primary, commer-
cial and technical education, provided free for all competent
to pass the necessary examinations. On the other hand, there
was secondary education proper, longer in duration and more
costly in charge until as late as 1937. The one was democratic
—the 'career open to talents'—but a career in the business and
industrial worlds and not in the administrative professions. It
was the educational ladder of the lycees and colleges, the univer-
sities and the professional institutes, which was the normal
means "of access to the levels of the fonctionnaires. The fees
charged, the long delay before earning could begin, and the
still further delay before earning could be large, all deterred
any save the well-to-do from embarking on a professional
1 Gf. C. Richard: UEnsdgnernent en France (1925), pp. 549-55>
where the new scale of fees charged from 1926 onwards is given for
the Lycees of Paris, Poitiers and Grenoble. See also the admirable
summary of the French educational system in Carlton J. H. Hayes:
France^ a Nation of Patriots, Chapter III, and of the French civil service
in L. B. White (ed.): The Civil Service in the Modern State (1930),
p. 215 ff.

